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CORONAVIRUS — SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION — POWER REBATE 
Question without Notice 9 — Answer Advice 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mental Health) [5.04 pm]: Earlier in 
question time, Hon Colin de Grussa asked me a question as the minister representing the Minister for Finance. The 
answer was not in my file at that stage but I will give the answer now. 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 
(1) In February, the Premier announced a $500 electricity credit for all small businesses and charities, with 

a process to be put in place for businesses not billed directly by Synergy or Horizon Power. Once the caretaker 
period had concluded, cabinet considered and approved the Department of Finance—Revenue WA—to 
administer payments to eligible small businesses and charities. An additional $2.5 million has been approved 
to be added to the Department of Finance’s administered budget. 

(2) Eligible small businesses and charities are those that are not directly billed by Synergy or Horizon Power, 
which operate from commercial premises and use no more than 50 megawatt hours of electricity a year 
or incur less than $15 001 in electricity costs a year. Eligible small businesses that are billed directly by 
Synergy or Horizon Power were credited directly from 15 February 2021. 

(3) No applications have been received to date. The Department of Finance is currently preparing to open 
for applications, including establishing an online application portal, and supporting material to assist 
customers in lodging applications. Applications will open online mid-June 2021 and will remain open 
until September 2021. 

(4) No payments have been made. 
(5) An additional 42 FTE resources have been allocated to the Department of Finance to administer the scheme 

until 31 December 2021. 
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